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HEALTH SNAPSHOT 
 7.1 million people in 14 prov-

inces now have better ac-
cess to quality health 
services. 

 Supplied $1.8 million worth 
of essential drugs since 
2003. 

 Developing national-level 
health policy, standards, and 
guidelines; over 60 devel-
oped to date. 

 Trained 3,200 community 
health care workers who now 
provide basic health services 
in their communities. 

Health 
OVERVIEW 

This Afghan doctor provides medical 
care to Afghan women. USAID’s ma-
ternal and child health program has 
been working very closely with the 
Ministry of Public Health to provide 
essential services to the Afghan 
people.   

July 2005 
USAID’s health program focuses on increasing access of women and chil-
dren to quality basic health services, especially in rural and underserved 
areas. Much of the service delivery and training is provided through grants 
to local and international NGOs. The value of grants awarded to date is 
$50 million. 

PROGRAMS 
DELIVERY OF QUALITY HEALTH SERVICES 
In collaboration with the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), USAID provides 
health services by working through community-based volunteer health 
workers at all levels in the health care system—from basic health centers 
at the village level to provincial hospitals.  7.1 million people in 14 prov-
inces now have better access to quality health services.  Approximately 
70% of patients served are women and children. To date, USAID has: 

 Supported 294 active health facilities by June 2005; this number is 
projected to expand to 323 by the 2006 project end.  

 Supplied $1.8 million worth of essential drugs since 2003. 

 Provided treatment and counseling to approximately 322,000 pa-
tients monthly.  

 
HEALTH TRAINING AND EDUCATION 
This program focuses on health providers, women and the community by 
training volunteer community health workers and midwives. Practicing doc-
tors, nurses, and midwives receive refresher training with USAID support. 
USAID also provides health-oriented accelerated literacy training to pre-
pare girls and young women to enter into the health professions. Health 
education materials are also developed for the general public.  USAID has: 

 Trained 3,200 community health workers who now provide basic 
health services in their communities; an additional 2,700 are cur-
rently in training. 

 Graduated 187 midwives from USAID-funded training courses 
since 2003. 

 Trained over 700 doctors, nurses and midwives in one or more re-
fresher training modules since 2003. 
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Health (continued) 

BUILDING CAPACITY IN THE HEALTH SYSTEM 

There are an estimated one million 
handicapped people in need of assis-
tance ranging from prosthetic devices to 
training in Afghanistan. USAID adminis-
ters a survey which is the foundation for 
developing a national strategic plan on 
how to assist Afghanistan’s disabled 
population.  

Midwives recite a pledge upon receiving 
their certification.  187 midwives have 
graduated from USAID-funded training 
courses since 2003.  

USAID works with the MoPH to develop and advance policies and guide-
lines in diverse health areas such as basic health services, pharmaceutical 
standards, and emergency obstetrics care.  In addition, USAID helps the 
MoPH to develop and maintain essential public health management sys-
tems. Activities include participation in over 20 MoPH working groups and 
task forces to develop over 60 policies, standards and guidelines. 

SOCIAL MARKETING 
More than 60% of households in Afghanistan drink unsafe water and, as a 
result, diarrheal disease is the leading cause of death amongst children 
under five.  To address this, USAID launched Clorin in June 2003, a safe 
water system to treat water at point of use.  USAID is also increasing un-
derserved populations access to safe water, reproductive health choices, 
and malaria prevention.  

By leveraging the existing private sector infrastructure and a market-based 
approach, USAID is making information, products and services available to 
low-income and other vulnerable people.  For malaria prevention, USAID 
launched Safenite (long-lasting insecticide treated bednets) in September 
2004.  The bednets are distributed through household goods shops, hard-
ware stores, bedding stores and wholesale pharmaceutical outlets.  Spe-
cifically, USAID has: 

 Trained 450 community leaders and health professionals in ma-
laria prevention, 1,971 in reproductive health and 1,789 in hygiene 
education. 

 Distributed 79,786 bednets and 40,500 bednet retreatment tablets 
for malaria prevention through May 2005. 

 Delivered 377,527 bottles of Clorin water disinfectant through May 
2005. 

CLINIC CONSTRUCTION 
Women and children should not have to forego medical treatments due to 
a lack of facilities.  In conjunction with the MoPH, USAID is building clinics 
throughout the Afghan countryside to provide easier access for greater 
numbers of patients.    

 Constructed 287 health clinics since 2002.  An additional 43 clinics 
are currently under contract.  

On behalf of the American people, the U.S. government has provided humanitarian assistance and economic development to those in 
need around the world since the Marshall Plan. 
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